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3100 15th Street West 
PO Box 1152 

Rosamond, CA 93560 
St.Mary3100@att.net 

 
Father James Kirchner, Pastor 

Church Telephone (661) 256-4505 
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The first Catholic Church in Mojave, St Mary of the Desert, was located on the corner of “L” Street and Cerro 
Gordo.  It was the mission church of St. Malachy in Tehachapi.  In 1952, Bishop Aloysius Joseph Willinger, from 
the Monterey-Fresno Diocese sent Father Silvano Baquendano from St. 

Malachy to administer the Church in Mojave.  
As the congregation grew the church became 
crowded and a larger facility was proposed.  
A new church, named St. Francis of Assisi, 
Mojave was built in 1955.  The old Catholic 
Church, still standing today at its original 
location, was then sold.   
 
In 1956 the Monterey - Fresno Diocese, 
recognizing the need for Rosamond to have 
its own church, proposed a mission church 

for Rosamond.  Parishioners had heard that there was a former military Chapel available at Edwards Air Force 
Base, so Bishop Willinger contacted the Base Property Office in October, 1956 to inquire about the Chapel 
building located at South Base which was going up for bids.  Within weeks, the Bishop was notified by the Air 
Force that he was leading the list of potential buyers for the structure.  On January 24, 1957, a purchase price of 
$5,000.00 was agreed upon and the Army Corps of Engineers granted permission for the Church to be moved.  

 
In April of 1957, the 
building with its steeple 
removed was loaded on 
trailers to be 
transported to 
Rosamond, west of 
Sierra Highway.  There 
was no way to ease the 

big load under the telephone wires spanning the 
highway, so the structure was placed at its current 
site at 15th Street West on property donated by the 
Thomas family who were parishioners.  Shortly 
thereafter, Father Baquedano was named Pastor of 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Mojave, and St. Mary of 
the Desert Mission Church, Rosamond.  Father 
Baquedano, later elevated to Monsignor, installed 
the Stations of the Cross at St. Mary of the Desert.  

Fifteen years after his departure (1975) a local Knights of Columbus Council 
#6705 was started in his honor.  
 

In June of 1960, Msgr. Baquedano was replaced by Father Las Byrne as Pastor 
who completed the St. Mary’s Church Hall.  Msgr. Byrne came back over 30 years 
later to preside at the funeral of his long-time 
friend Mary Pitman.  He is retired at Saint 
Anthony of Padua, in Fresno.   
 
Father James Maloney was appointed pastor in 
1966 and in 1967 the Monterey – Fresno Diocese 
separated into individual Dioceses. In 1978 
Father Maloney became Monsignor Maloney.   
During his fifteen-year tenure, he started a 
mission church in the California City Community 
Church building on Saturday evening; the 
parishioners built Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 

St. Mary of the Desert, Mojave 

 
Father Baquendano, St Francis of Assisi 

Altar, about 1957 

St Mary of the Desert,  
Rosamond, Altar about 1958 

 
First Communion, Fr. Maloney  

St Mary of the Desert, 1966 

 
Baptism of Joseph Abercromby  

St Mary of the Desert,  
Fr. Maloney, 1966 



 
First Communion class instruction, Msgr. 
Meyer, St Francis of Assisi, Mojave, 1989 

hall and rectory during the late 70’s.  His family had purchased a 911 Porsche for him and he took race car 
instruction at Willow Springs.  He also flew his own gyrocopter.  He is still remembered fondly to this day by both 
Catholics and non-Catholics in the communities he served.   
 
In 1981 Msgr. James Maloney was asked to pastor Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Bishop, and Msgr. 
Gilbert Meyer came to our parish.  At the same time St. Joseph Mission, Boron was added to the parish.  Msgr. 

Meyer could often be found in coveralls cleaning up the grounds and 
surrounding land of the church and 
rectory.  He always had time to listen 
to the parishioners.  Another Priest 
was added in 1990, Father Thomas 
Purcell.  In 1991, Msgr. Meyer retired 
to live in Ridgecrest near his niece; 
he is still in contact with many of the 
parishioners.  At that time Fr. Purcell 
was reassigned.   
 
Father Craig Harrison became 

administrator in 1991.  He frequently presided over standing room only 
masses.  A new hall with 4 classrooms and a large banquet/meeting area 
was built at St. Francis.  In 1992 Fr. Craig moved on to a Catholic School 
Parish in Firebaugh near Fresno, California. He now is Pastor at St. Francis 
of Assisi Catholic Church, Bakersfield, where he was raised.  He is a part of 
the lives of many of our parishioners still.  During his tenure, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, California City became a parish with St. Joseph, Boron as its 
mission church. 

 
In 1992, Father Leslie Shenoy, 
came to the parish.  A new roof 
was installed on each church.  
Both churches were painted 
inside and out.  St. Mary’s had 
new lights and fans added.  
The windows were given a new 
look with a tinted covering, and 
new flooring was installed.  Out 
front of St. Mary’s, a grotto was 
built and new landscaping was put in along with a concrete parking lot.  A new office was 
installed and the hall was totally remodeled.  A grotto and rose garden were added to St. Francis’ 
landscaping. 
 

On September 8, 1996, a new rectory was moved in at St. 
Mary of the Desert and was blessed by Bishop John T. 
Steinbock.  Three years later on 
September 8, 1999, because of 
changing demographics, St. Mary of 
the Desert was designated the parish 
seat.  St. Francis of Assisi, Mojave 
became a mission church of St. Mary 
of the Desert. 
 

 
Fr. Craig Harrison, Deacon Ed Everard,  
St Francis of Assisi, Easter Sunday 1991  

 

  
Confirmation, Bishop Steinbock, Fr. Shenoy,St Mary of the Desert, May 1998  

 
First Communion  
Fr. Shenoy, St. 

Francis of Assisi, 
1992  

 

 
First Communion, Fr. Shenoy, Knights of Columbus,  

St Francis of Assisi, May 2001 

 
Fr. Kudilil, St. Francis 
of Assisi, Lent, 2002 



   
Knights of Columbus, Bishop Steinbock, Fr. Kudilil rededication of Grotto   

 
Bishop Steinbock, Fr Kirchner, Fr. Llanos, Knights of Columbus,  

Dedication of Ten Commandments,  
St Mary of the Desert, 50th Anniversary, June 2007 

 
Fr Kirchner, Bishop Steinbock,  

Fr. Llanos, St Mary,  
50th Anniversary, June 2007 

 
St Mary’s 50th Anniversary, Rosamond, June 2007 
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In 2002 Father James Kudilil, came to our parish, as administrator.  As a good shepherd, he brought many people 
back to the Catholic Church.   In 2005 a parishioner 
of St Francis of Assisi built and donated a new altar 
and pulpit.  Fr. Kudilil retired from the parish in 2007 
to return home to India to work at the parish where 
he grew up.  He had already retired from the Navy 
as a Chaplain.  He also served as a priest in 
Guyana. 

 
Father James Kirchner 
is our current parish 
priest.  The attendance 
at Mass has increased in the short time since he arrived.  We are looking forward to 
building a new Church, Rectory and Hall for St. Mary of the Desert, Rosamond.  St. 
Francis of Assisi, 
Mojave, is putting new 
roofs on the church and 
rectory; new flooring in 
the hall and the parking 
lot will also be paved.   
 
St Mary of the Desert’s 
50th anniversary in 
Rosamond was 
celebrated on 30 June 
2007 with Bishop John 
Steinbeck presiding 

over the Mass. The local pastor from Edwards AFB, 
Rev. Phillip Llanos and local representatives of the 
Rosamond Municipal Council were in attendance. Approximately 300 parishioners and 
invited guests gathered together to celebrate the occasion with excellent food and 
entertainment. The Saint Mary’s Our Lady of the Desert Knights of Columbus council, 
with the help of Bishop John Steinbeck, took the opportunity to dedicate and present a 
Ten Commandments Monument to the Saint Mary’s parishioners to commemorate the 
50th anniversary. 
 

Saint Mary of the Desert and Saint 
Francis of Assisi Mission are well 
postured for a prosperous future.  Both 
have seen a tremendous increase in 
volunteerism toward Church Programs. 
We have also seen a great increase in 
the number of children attending our 
Religious Education.  Because of this 
many of the classes have doubled in 
size. We also have seen outstanding 
interest from the Rosamond and Mojave 
cities in our Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults program with the 
largest number of participants we have ever seen.  Recently St. 
Mary of the Desert has seen volunteers starting up a hospitality 
group which provides coffee and donuts to parishioners giving 

everyone an opportunity to stop and visit with each other. The Church business programs have also matured with 
the establishment of a Parish Council, a Finance Council and a Building Committee. All are staffed with 
dedicated, caring individuals who have a true concern and want to improve our church community. We expect 
continued growth in both the parish and mission so much so that we are currently surveying and investigating 
land as a potential new church site for St. Mary of the Desert.  

 
Fr. Kirchner, Marion Service, 
St Mary of the Desert 2007 


